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Fiji Hill Tribe Walking/Fighting Staff

A very long and simple pole-club, possibly an enlarged Bowai (Povai, Gadi). These are said to be
chiefly walking sticks used notable by the mountain tribes; however, | have no information to confirm this
information. The grip is unusually long and finely carved with the classical zigzag motifs. While
reminiscent of the Samoan chiefly orators staff the ornamentation here is definitely of Fijian style.

Fiji, Polynesia.
Ironwood (Casuarina equisetifolia) with a fine patina of age and use.
151 cm.

XIXth century.
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