
Fiji I Ula Tavatava Ex Norman Hurst
I ULA TAVATAVA, with 186 kill marks on the shaft. a very fine, functional, short throwing-club with a

gadrooned or lobed (segmented) head and engraved grip.

Fiji, Polynesia

Ironwood (casuarina equisetifolia) with a superb patina of age and usage.

XVIIIth/XIXth century

46,5 cm.

 

A throwing-club, or I ULA TAVATAVA, with 186 kill marks on the shaft. The death tally is grouped in
eighteen sections of 10 each and one of 6. The dome-tipped head is segmented into 28 large lobes

edged with a ring of smaller studs to both sides. The grip is incised with fine geometric motifs thought to
represent the stylized woven motifs of fiber mats, and the butt is recessed. 

 

The superb quality of the club indicates that it was commissioned for a very important person, a chief or
priest – and in any case, a warrior of great renown and skill. The short throwing-club, or ula, was the
favored weapon of the Fijian warrior. Two or three clubs of different shapes were often worn thrust

through his belt or sash. They were used not only as a bludgeon but most often they were hurled with
great accuracy at the enemy from a distance of 10 to 20 meters. The intent was to knock down the

opponent and then finish him off with a larger, two-handed war-club. The quantity of kill-marks is most
unusual for a single weapon – possibly it is a grand total of the entire tally of the warrior up to the day the

club was taken from him.
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