
TAMI CEREMONIAL SUSPENSION HOOK
A very fine and small, ceremonial suspension hook representing an important female ancestor. Tami
Islands, Huon Gulf, PNG, Melanesia. Wood (alstonia) with remains of red, white, and black pigments.

Obvious wear and patination indicative of great age and prolonged usage. Probably stone carved. 30.5
x 10.6 x 7.5 cm. 19th century (possibly the first decade of the 20th).
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Comparative examples :

Very few of these small, superbly carved hooks are known. Notable ones are :

Inv. N° RME 135 in the collections of the Museum Rietberg, Zurich.

The MASCO Collection hook (subsequently Gal. Meyer).

Several examples in the Ethnographical Museum, Budapest collected in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, N°’s 14.341 ; 37.785 (Biro 489z) ; 37.765 (BIRO 489t).

A male figure hook in the Museum für Völkerkunde, Dresden.

A male figure hook (N° 74.35.1) in the collection of the Musée Royale d’Afrique Central, Terveuren.

Another one is in a well known private collection in Amsterdam.
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