
Boiken Bird Mask
An extrordinary mask representing the head of a Papuan frogmouth (Podargus papuensis). The mask

was worn in-front of the face and held by a cross-bar clenched in the dancers teeth.

The Papuan Frogmouth is actually a nocturnal bird that belongs to a family called Nightjars. It is the
largest Frogmouth of its type reaching up to 60 cm in length and a master of disguise with incredible

camouflage skills as their mottled brown, grey and beige patterned feathers, blend seamlessly into tree
bark.

Boiken Area, North of the Mouth of the Sepik River, PNG, Melanesia. Woven cane, wood and various
layers of traditional pigments. 32.5 x 34.5 x 28 cm. 20th century.

 
 


