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Tapa Dance Apron

An extremely rare and fine tapa cloth from the nsaguo dance costume. The double motif is quite rare on
a single piece of tapa. These panels were used as loin-Icloths by the main dancers wearing the huge
nsaguo coif. The design elements on this piece seem to be anthropomorphic which is not unusual and

the lower one sems to represent a vulva. Jupna River Valley, Finistere Mountains, Huon Peninsula,
PNG, Melanesia. Tapa (probably Mangrove tree) and traditional pigments. 86 x 43 cm. Late 19th to
early 20th century.

Literature:

See two other examples from the Wirz collection in Meyer 1998 fig. 9 and 10 (miss-catalogued as New
Britain).
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