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Fig. 5.29 (above):
"Outrigger canoe
in which | travelled
on Fly River,"

28 September 1914

Film negative.
MAA, Cambridge,
invs. N.37990.KH,
P.47845.KH,
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myself on the ground | drew out my piece of
string and did some cat’s cradles. There was
a thrill of excitement, and as soon as they
recognized a figure, a shriek of joy. By this
time we all felt thoroughly at home, and var-
ious podgy brown babies were produced for
my inspection, so | tickled and patted them,
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a proceeding that commonly resulted in howls of terror at my white face. The
natives squatted down all round, and the women fingered my skirt and examined
my puttees. They must have wondered at my superabundance of clothing for
some of them had merely a wisp of grass attached to their belts. The men were,
as usual, busy smoking, and one in an indulgent moment handed the fag-end of
his cigarette to the women, each of whom took a puff and then passed it on; in
the end it came down to me. | fully appreciated the honour, but | am afraid that
ill the women fled, in
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Kathleen Haddon’s Journal and Photographs
from New Guinea, 1914

Text and photos by Kathleen Haddon. With contributions by Sebastian Haraha,
Anita Herle, Henry Rishbeth, Nicholas Thomas, and Virginia-Lee Webb

Edited by Virginia-Lee Webb and Jonathan Fogel
Available from www.PremierArtsEditions.com

In the autumn of 1914, twenty-six-year-old Kathleen Haddon and her father,
noted Cambridge anthropologist A. C. Haddon, traveled for more than two months
through the coastal regions of the Gulf of Papua and the southwestern Bird's Tail

Peninsula of New Guinea. During the trip, which was made with no set itinerary,
they relied upon the kindness of others, especially local communities. They
stayed in mission houses, government stations, on the decks of boats, and in the
homes of lone settlers or plantation owners. The peoples they encountered were
dealing with radical changes to their traditional cultural practices due to Western
colonial pressure, and the Haddons’ photographs and documentation—much
of it Kathleen’s work—provide a unique window into this crucial time. Though
completed in typescript form in 1915, Kathleen’s careful journal is reproduced
here for the first time in full, and the majority of her photos that accompany it
have never been published until now.
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Fig. 5.30 (bottom
left): Four women
probably half
mourning, Tirio, Fly
River estuary,

28 September 1914.

Glass negative.
MAA, Cambridge,
invs. N.35854 .KH,
P.48547 KH,
P.1290.ACH1.

Fig. 5.31 (below):
Long house, Tirio,
Fly River estuary,
28 September 1914.
Glass negative.
MAA, Cambridge,
invs. N.35853.KH,

P.1289.ACH1,
P.1299.ACH1.
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